teacher in this book.
There is a fine review by Ernest Bors of the mechanism of micturition (85 references Publications. 1965 . This well-written book examines the author's hypothesis that one of the most important long-term influences on systemic blood pressure is the resistance to cerebral medullary blood flow and that therefore hypertension commonly arises because of an increase in this resistance. Those who know Dr. Dickinson's work on this subject will not be surprised to learn that he constructs this hypothesis very carefully, tests it experimentally, and finally proves it to his own satisfaction. He admits that his argument is teleological, that it is based on a series of deductions from guesses, and that he may have overemphasized experimental results which agree with his predictions and played down those which do not.
In the first part of the book the author shows that there is a centre in the medulla which if ischaemic can raise systemic arterial pressure, and that increase in cerebrovascular resistance reduces cerebral blood flow and has a systemic pressor effect. In the second part the main hypothesis that hypertension results from, rather than causes, increased vertebral artery resistance is examined, but the fact that cerebral blood flow is normal in all types of hypertension makes this difficult to accept, as does the experience of many workers in this field that stenotic vertebral artery disease is not infrequently found in normotensive patients. Moreover not everyone will accept the statement that all transient cerebral ischaemic attacks are due to distal emboli. In the third part of the book other aspects of the hypothesis are described and the last chapter comprises a final well-argued and succinct account of the author's views, and is followed by an extensive and comprehensive bibliography.
This book is enjoyable, stimulating and provocative, and although many will find it difficult to accept all his conclusions the author must be congratulated on his refreshing candour, his direct style of writing, and his remarkable ability to turn evidence from other sources to good and persuasive account. 55,00) Copenhagen: Munksgaard. 1965. This book largely records the experience of the Aarhus Neurosurgical Clinic in the field of facial pain. Although it becomes a little philosophical at times, in general it is a practical and useful guide to the diagnosis and treatment of facial pain. This complaint is common. Once tic douloureux, facial migraine Costen's syndrome, and a few clearly defined ear, nose, and throat and dental sources of pain have been segregated, the large mass of remaining diagnoses always seems to contain a large psychogenic element. This makes both diagnosis and treatment difficult. This book will be useful to all those dealing with facial pain: both in diagnosis and in treatment. It is rather biased towards the organic diagnosis and the author is perhaps too little aware how psychotherapeutic surgery can be! However, this may be in part because of the type of case referred to a neurosurgical clinic. It is said to be impossible for a novelist to create a good man who is not also a bore. It is equally difficult for the author of a textbook to avoid being dull. The majority of modem medical textbooks, more handsome and attractive than of yore, are competently written, well organized conspectuses which undoubtedly provide students with all they need to know at their examinations. The student reads them to gain some factual knowledge and guidance. He wants clarity and exposition and he usually gets them. Later, when he is qualified, he finds them less satisfactorywhen he is strugglingwith problems of diagnosis and treatment at the bedside. The older clinician looks, perhaps unjustifiably, for much more than this in any new textbook. He turns its pages with curiosity, particularly when, as in this case, he has no personal acquaintance with the author. He 'knows' most of the facts and is reminded of many he has forgotten. He wonders about the author's view on certain topics, his
